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 Operation Enduring Freedom.
ARMY
Cpl. Darby T. Morin, 25, of Victoria, Canada

Staff Sgt. Andrew T. Lobosco, 29, of Somerville, N.J.,

Spc. Troy O. Tom, 21, of Shiprock, N.M. 

  

Pfc. Jonathan C. Yanney, 20, of Litchfield, Minn. 

Sgt. Matthew L. Ingram, 25, of Pearl, Miss.,

Spc. Justin R. Pellerin, 21, of Boscawen, N.H.

Pfc. Brian M. Wolverton, 21, of Oak Park, Calif.,

Army 1st Sgt. Jose S.N. Crisostomo, 59, of Inarajan, Guam,

Staff Sgt. Clayton P. Bowen, 29, of San Antonio, Texas. 

  

Pfc. Morris L. Walker, 23, of Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Sgt. 1st Class William B. Woods Jr., 31, of Chesapeake, Va

Cpl. Nicholas R. Roush, 22, of Middleville, Mich.

Capt. John Tinsley, 28, of Tallahassee, Fla.

Staff Sgt. Tara J. Smith, 33, of Nashville, N.C.
Capt. Ronald G. Luce Jr., 27, of Fayetteville, N.C.; 

  

 Sgt. 1st Class Alejandro Granado, 42, of Fairfax, Va.; and 

  

 Sgt. 1st Class Severin W. Summers III, 43, of Bentonia, Miss. 

  

 All three soldiers were members of the Mississippi Army National Guard, and assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group (Airborne), Jackson, Miss. 
Cpl. Jonathan M. Walls, 27, of West Lawn, Penn.; 

  

 Pfc. Richard K. Jones, 21, of Person, N.C.; and 

  

 Pvt. Patrick S. Fitzgibbon, 19, of Knoxville, Tenn

Spc. Alexander J. Miller, 21, of Clermont, Fla.

Pvt. Gerrick D. Smith, 19, of Sullivan, Ill.,  He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 130th Infantry, Illinois Army National Guard, Marion, Ill.

Spc. Justin D. Coleman, 21, of Spring Hill, Fla.

MARINE

Gunnery Sgt. Adam F. Benjamin, 34, of Garfield, Ohio,

Lance Cpl. Leopold F. Damas, 26, of Floral Park, N.Y.

Lance Cpl. Joshua M. Bernard, 21, of New Portland, Maine
Sgt. William J. Cahir, 40, of Washington D.C

Lance Cpl. Bruce E. Ferrell, 21, of Perdido, Ala.

Lance Cpl. Dennis J. Burrow, 23, of Naples, Fla.

Capt. Matthew C. Freeman, 29, of Richmond Hill, Ga

Lance Cpl. James D. Argentine, 22, of Farmingdale, N.Y. 

  

 Lance Cpl. Travis T. Babine, 20, of San Antonio, Texas. 

  

 Cpl. Christian A. Guzman Rivera, 21, of Homestead, Fla. 

  

 Sgt. Jay M. Hoskins, 24, of Paris, Texas. 

Lance Cpl. Gregory A. Posey, 22, of Knoxville, Tenn.

Chief Warrant Officer Douglas M. Vose III, 38, of Concrete, Wash.

Pfc. Donald W. Vincent, 26, of Gainesville, Fla.

NAVY
Petty Officer 3rd Class Anthony C. Garcia, 21, of Tyndall, Fla

Aviation Electronics Technician Airman Andrew Scott Charpentier, 21, of Great Falls, Mont.

Operation Iraqi Freedom.
ARMY
Joseph D. 2nd Lt. Fortin, 22, of St. Johnsbury, Vt.,

Spc. Matthew D. Hastings, 23, of Claremore, Okla.,

Pfc. William Z. Vanosdol, 23, of Pinson, Ala.

Spc. Richard A. Walters Jr., 41, of Cleveland, Ohio

Pvt. Keiffer P. Wilhelm, 19, of Plymouth, Ohio

Staff Sgt. Johnny R. Polk, 39, of Gulfport, Miss.,

NAVY
The Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) has positively identified remains recovered in Iraq as those of Captain Michael Scott Speicher.  Captain Speicher was shot down flying a combat mission in an F/A-18 Hornet over west-central Iraq on January 17th, 1991 during Operation Desert Storm.
+++++++++++++++++
The Department of the Army announced a series of planned unit activations, inactivations, relocations and conversions at four installations. These force structure actions will result in an increase of 2,440 soldiers at Fort Riley, Kan., an increase of 418 soldiers at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., a decrease of 295 soldiers at Fort Irwin, Calif.; and a decrease of 376 soldiers at Fort Carson, Colo. Implementation of these changes is expected to be completed in September 2011. 

  

            For unit relocations; the 1st Squadron, 6th Cavalry Brigade will move from Fort Carson to Fort Riley and the 70th Engineer Battalion will move from Fort Riley to White Sands Missile Range and be re-designated as the 2nd Engineer Battalion. 

  

            At Fort Riley, the 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division (1/1 ID), will convert to a modular, Heavy Brigade Combat Team (HBCT) formation. The 2nd Battalion, 34th Armored Regiment, Delta Troop, 4th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery Regiment, 5th Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment, and 101st Combat Support Battalion will convert to modular force structure design to support 1/1 ID HBCT. 

  

            At Fort Irwin, the 79th Ordnance Company will activate, the 557th Maintenance Company will inactivate, and the 669th Maintenance Company will convert to a modular design. 

  

++++++

DoD Launches New Web Portal 

The Department of Defense today launched a new home page, http://www.Defense.gov , designed to invite participation from the public and make military news and information more accessible.  The new Web site will provide quick access to those sites that are most sought by Web site visitors, including DoD social media sites, the Pentagon Channel and DoD news stories. 

  

Prominent on the new home page is a new "We Want to Hear From You" feature that will give users the opportunity to ask questions of Defense Department leaders, vote on policy issues they want explained, and explore frequently asked questions and answers.  The new site, http://www.Defense.gov , replaces http://www.DefenseLink.mil  as the department's main Internet entry portal.  DefenseLink will remain a news Web site and may be accessed from Defense.gov.  Visit us online: http://www.defense.gov . 

++++++
Air Force Announces Decision On Location Of 24th Air Force 

The U.S. Air Force announced today that Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, has been selected as the permanent location of the 24th Air Force headquarters, a numbered air force (NAF) designed to conduct cyber operations activities for the Air Force. 
++++++

National Guard (in Federal Status) and Reserve Activated as of August 11, 2009 

            This week the Army, Marine Corps and Air Force announced an increase in activated reservists, while the Navy and Coast Guard announced a decrease. The net collective result is 1,001 more reservists activated than last week. 

  

            At any given time, services may activate some units and individuals while deactivating others, making it possible for these figures to either increase or decrease.  The total number currently on active duty from the Army National Guard and Army Reserve is 112,248; Navy Reserve, 6,651; Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve, 14,128; Marine Corps Reserve, 8,744; and the Coast Guard Reserve, 642. This brings the total National Guard and Reserve personnel who have been activated to 142,413, including both units and individual augmentees. 
++++++++

Army Announces Force Structure Actions 

                The Department of the Army announced today a series of planned unit activations, inactivations, and realignments at four installations.  These force structure and stationing actions will result in a decrease of 387 soldiers at Fort Bragg, N.C., a decrease of 432 at Fort Campbell, Ky., an increase of 454 at Fort Carson, Colo., and an increase of 274 at Fort Leavenworth, Kan.; and will continue until complete in October 2011. 

  

                At Fort Bragg: 

  

                Units to activate: 

 102nd Engineer Sapper Company 

 137th Engineer Sapper Company 

  919th Engineer Support Company 

  738th Engineer Support Company 

  919th Engineer Support Company 

   44th Medical Brigade 

   49th Quartermaster Tactical Water Distribution Platoon 

  

                Units to inactivate: 

  186th Quartermaster Company 

   600th Quartermaster Company 

   612th Quartermaster Company 

     44th Medical Command 

     1st Contingency Planning Team 

   270th Signal Company 

  

  
              Units to realign: 

307th Engineer Battalion 

101st Chemical Company 

503rd Ordnance Company 

  11th Quartermaster Company 

364th Quartermaster Supply Company 

647th Quartermaster Company 

127th Quartermaster Company 

528th Medical Detachment 

108th Air Defense Artillery Brigade Headquarters, XVIII Airborne Corps 

  

                At Fort Campbell: 

  

                Units to inactivate: 

196th Quartermaster Detachment 

2-44th Maneuver and Air Missile Defense Battalion 

106th Transportation, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment 

  

                Unit to realign: 

305th Supply Company 

  

                At Fort Carson: 

  

                Units to activate: 

247th Quartermaster Company 

497th Engineer Company 

544th Engineer Company 

 40th Engineer Detachment 

  

                Units to realign: 

230th Finance Company 

148th Military Police Detachment 

  

                At Fort Leavenworth: 

  

                Units to activate: 

40th Military Police Battalion 

165th Military Police Company 

+++++++
Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil Support Team Certified For Guam and the United States Virgin Islands 

The Department of Defense (DoD) notified Congress yesterday that the Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support Teams (WMD-CST) of the Guam and U.S. Virgin Islands National Guard are now certified. 

  

The 94th WMD-CST of Barrigada, Guam, and the 23rd WMD-CST of Saint Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, are fully ready to assist civil authorities in responding to a domestic weapon of mass destruction incident, and possesses the requisite skills, training, and equipment to be proficient in all mission requirements. 

  

The teams certified today bring the total number of teams certified by DoD to 55, which completes the 55 authorized by Congress to ensures one team is fielded in every state, territory, and the District of Columbia. 

++++++++
The VA has posted the final 2009-2010 Maximum In-State Tuition & Fees table. It has taken much longer than the VA would have hoped with Guam and Ohio finally reporting their 2009-2010 tuition and fee rates this week. This means veterans and school administrators nation-wide can finally get to work determining exactly how much the New Post-9/11 GI Bill will cover.
++++

Researchers Dr. Taylor Plumb and Dr. Diane Zelman of the California School of Professional Psychology at Alliant International University found high rates of disturbed sleep among 375 current and former military personnel who served in Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Freedom or Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Sleep problems were considerably more common and severe among those with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and depression. The findings were presented recently at the 117th annual convention of the American Psychological Association in Toronto.
++++++

Hundreds of Filipino-American World War II veterans in Hawaii waiting for lump-sum payments are frustrated over delays caused by a staff shortage. Members of the WWII Filipino-American Veterans-Hawaii Chapter are calling for the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs to accelerate the process, saying months have passed after they were expected to receive their checks. President Barack Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in 2009, which authorized the release of a one-time, lump-sum payment to Philippine WWII veterans who fought alongside U.S. forces in WWII. For more information on VA benefits for Filipino veterans, visit the Department of Veterans' Affairs (VA) website at http://www1.va.gov/opa/fact/filipvet.asp.
++++++++
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced Aug. 14 that combat veterans will receive readjustment counseling and other assistance in 28 additional communities across the country where the Department of Veterans Affairs will establish vet centers in 2010. The community-based vet centers, already in all 50 states, are a key component of VA's mental health program, providing veterans with mental health screening and post-traumatic stress disorder counseling.
++++++++
The Defense Department is projected to reduce spending by $1.67 billion on prescription medications sold in retail pharmacies in fiscal 2010, by providing discounts in the TRICARE retail pharmacy network. TRICARE beneficiaries who need a prescription filled right away and are unable to get to a military pharmacy, can visit one of the more than 54,000 civilian pharmacies that are part of the TRICARE retail pharmacy network. To locate a retail pharmacies in the network based on ZIP code, call the TRICARE retail pharmacy program at 866-363-8779.
++++++++
Transition to new managed-care support contractors for six million TRICARE beneficiaries across 30 states has been halted while the Government Accountability Office reviews protests filed by losing bidders. The protests, filed in late July, led to "stop work" orders on the two contracts until GAO rules on the protests. It does so routinely within 100 days. That delay, combined with the required 10-month transition, means new contracts for the north and south regions will not take effect before the fall of 2010. Until then, current contracts are being extended so beneficiaries should see no change to services or their provider networks.
++++++
The Senate has unanimously approved U.S. Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee Chairman Daniel K. Akaka's (D-HI) Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009 (S. 423), which would secure funding for veterans' health care one-year in advance of the regular appropriations process. S. 423 would also ensure transparency in the funding process by requiring public reports and GAO audits on VA's funding forecasting. Currently, VA is funded year-by-year; a process which has resulted in late funding 19 of the past 22 years. VA operates the largest health care system in the nation, providing care for millions of wounded and indigent veterans.
++++++
Those who have served on active duty for 90 or more days since Sept. 10, 2001 are now eligible to receive the new Post-9/11 GI Bill. The new package offers a number of new valuable benefits, but figuring out exactly what you qualify for is confusing. There are many differences in payment rates depending on where you go to school and where you live. We've created a GI Bill Calculator to help you find out how much your Post-9/11 payment rate will be and how it compares to the Montgomery GI Bill. Visit http://www.military.com/gi-bill-calculator today to find out what you qualify for.
++++++
Stars and Stripes reports that the recent theft of a contractor's laptop may have compromised the personal information of 131,000 former and current Army National Guard members. The laptop included data on Soldiers enrolled in the Army National Guard Bonus and Incentives Program including Soldiers' names, Social Security numbers, payment dates and bonus amounts. All Soldiers whose information was on the laptop will receive both an e-mail and a letter from the National Guard Bureau. Also, the Guard Bureau provides information on how to check credit records and guard against identity theft at its website at www.ng.mil and has set up a toll-free call center at (877) 481-4957 to answer servicemembers' questions.
++++++

The Air Mobility Command recently unveiled its first official, command-level AMC Travel Website. People planning to travel the AMC military travel system can now visit the site for the latest in AMC travel information. The new site offers prospective space-available travelers updated AMC passenger terminal contact list (complete with phone, e-mail and Web links), and more than a dozen travel documents, example letters and brochures.
++++++
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