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Lance Cpl. Alberto Francesconi, 21, of Bronx, N.Y

Lance Cpl. Jessie A. Cassada, 19, of Hendersonville, N.C., 

  

Lance Cpl. Kevin T. Preach, 21, of Bridgewater, Mass.

 Sgt. David W. Wallace III, 25, of Sharpsville, Pa. 

  

 Sgt. Trevor J. Johnson, 23, of Forsyth, Mont. 

Lance Cpl. Julian T. Brennan, 25, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
Lance Cpl. Daniel R. Bennett, 23, of Clifton, Va
+++++++
The Department of Defense announced the death of soldiers who was supporting Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Pvt. Colman J. Meadows III, 19, of Senoia, Ga.

Cpl. Charles P. Gaffney Jr., 42, of Phoenix, Ariz

Maj. Brian M. Mescall, 33, of Hopkinton, Mass., 

  

Spc. Joseph M. Hernandez, 24, of Hammond, Ind., 

  

Spc. Jason R. Parsons, 24, of Lenoir, N.C. 

Sgt. Joshua L. Rath, 22, of Decatur, Ala., 

  

Spc. Keith E. Essary, 20, of Dyersburg, Tenn. 
Spc. Ezra Dawson, 31, of Las Vegas, Nev.
Staff SSgt. Joshua R. Townsend, 30, of Solvang , Calif. 

Capt. Robert J. Yllescas, 31, of Lincoln, Neb.,  

              

Staff Sgt. Jason E. Burkholder, 27, of Elida, Ohio. 

  

1st Lt. Jared W. Southworth, 26, of Oakland, Ill. 

+++++++

The Department of Defense announced the death of an Airman who was supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom.

 

            Senior Airman Omar J. McKnight, 22, of Marrero, La., 

+++++++
The Department of Defense announced the death of a sailor who was supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

  

Master-at-Arms Seaman Apprentice Joshua D. Seitz, 19, of Pensacola, Fla.

The Department of Defense announced the death of  Marines who was supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Lance Cpl. Thomas Reilly Jr., 19, of London, Ky

Lance Cpl. Robert L. Johnson, 21, of Central Point, Ore

Lance Cpl. Chadwick A. Gilliam, 29, of Mayking, Ky.

  

 Sgt. Marquis R. Porter, 28, of Brighton, Mass.,

++++++++
   The Department of Defense announced the death of soldiers who was supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Staff Sgt. Solomon T. Sam, 31, of Majuro, Marshall Islands. 
  

Sgt. John J. Savage, 26, of Weatherford, Texas.  

Staff Sgt. Jonathan W. Dean, 25, of Henagar, Ala.,

Pfc. Coleman W. Hinkefent, 19, of Coweta, Okla

Staff Sgt. Christopher G. Smith, 28, of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

  

Spc. Stephen M. Okray, 21, of St. Clair Shores, Mich. 

  

Spc. Stephen G. Zapasnik, 19, of Broken Arrow, Okla. 

Maj. John P. Pryor, 42, of Moorestown, N.J. 

Spc. Tony J. Gonzales, 20, of Newman, Calif.,

Pvt. Benjamin B. Tollefson, 22, of Concord, Calif.

Pfc. Christopher W. Lotter, 20, of Chester Heights, Pa

Staff Sgt. Anthony D. Davis, 29, of Daytona Beach, Fla.,

Staff Sgt. Justin L. Bauer, 24, of Loveland, Colo.,

Pvt. Sean P. McCune, 20, of Euless, Texas,

  

Spc. Christopher P. Sweet, 28, of Kahului, Hawaii, 

Spc. James M. Dorsey, 23, of Beardstown, Ill.

Spc. Darrell L. Fernandez, 25, of Truth or Consequences, N.M.,

CW4, Suggs, Milton Eric, 51, of Lockport, La., died Jan. 30 at camp Lemonier, Djibouti.  He was assigned to the 38th Operational Support Airlift Detachment, Hammond, Louisiana.

Chief Warrant Officer Philip E. Windorski, Jr., 35, of Bovey, Minn. 

  

Chief Warrant Officer Matthew G. Kelley, 30, of Cameron, Mo. 

  

Chief Warrant Officer Joshua M. Tillery, 31, of Beaverton, Ore. 

  

Chief Warrant Officer Benjamin H. Todd, 29, of Colville, Wash. 

Pvt. Grant A. Cotting, 19, of Corona, Calif.,

Sgt. Kyle J. Harrington, 24, of Swansea, Mass.,

Staff Sgt. Roberto Andrade Jr., 26, of Chicago, Ill.

Pfc. Ricky L. Turner, 20, of Athens, Ala.

++++++++
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced that the remains of U.S. servicemen, missing from World War II, have been identified and will be returned to their families for burial with full military honors. 

He is Maj. Marion R. McCown Jr., U.S. Marine Corps, of Charleston, S.C. He will be buried in Charleston. 

  

On Jan. 20, 1944 McCown was the pilot of an F-4U Corsair aircraft that failed to return from a combat mission over Rabaul, New Britain, Papua New Guinea.  

  

In 1991, a Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) team excavated an F-4U crash site in Rabaul and recovered human remains and McCown's identification tag. However, forensic science at that time precluded an identification.  

  

In 2006, a JPAC team surveyed the crash site in preparation for a recovery. While at the site, a villager living in the area turned over to the team human remains that he claimed to have recovered from the site. In 2008, another JPAC team excavated the site and recovered additional human remains.  

+++
Pfc. Julian H. Rogers, of Bloomington, Ind, and Pvt. Henry E. Marquez, of Kansas City, Kan. Both men were U.S. Army.  Rogers will be buried in the spring in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C., and Marquez will be buried on May 30 in Kansas City, Mo. 

  

In November 1944, the 112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division, was attacking east through the Hürtgen Forest in an attempt to capture the German towns of Vossenack and Schmidt. On Nov. 4, the Germans counterattacked in what would become one of the longest running battles in U.S. history.  Rogers and Marquez, both members of G Company, 112th Infantry Regiment, were reported killed in action near Vossenack on Nov. 4. Their bodies were not recovered. 

  

In 2007, a German citizen searching for wartime relics in the Hürtgen Forest uncovered human remains and military identification tags for Rogers and Marquez. He notified U.S. officials and a Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) team excavated the site later that year. The team recovered human remains and non-biological material. 
+++++
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced today that the remains of a U.S. servicemen, missing in action from the Korean War, have been identified and will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors. 

  

Sgt. Dougall H. Espey Jr., U.S. Army, of Mount Laurel, N.J. He will be buried April 3 in Elmira, N.Y. 

  

            Espey was assigned to Company L, 3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division. On Nov. 1, 1950, the 8th Cavalry was occupying a defensive position near Unsan, North Korea, in an area known as the "Camel's Head," when elements of two Chinese Communist Forces divisions struck the 1st Cavalry Division's lines, collapsing the perimeter and forcing a withdrawal. The 3rd Battalion was surrounded and effectively ceased to exist as a fighting unit. Espey was one of the more than 350 servicemen unaccounted-for from the battle at Unsan. 

  

Between 1991-94, North Korea turned over to the U.S. 208 boxes of remains believed to contain the remains of 200-400 U.S. servicemen.  North Korean documents turned over with several boxes in 1993 indicated that the remains from those boxes were exhumed near Chonsung-Ri, Unsan County. This location correlates with Espey's last known location. 

  

Master Sgt. Cirildo Valencio, U.S. Army, of Carrizo Springs, Texas. He will be buried on Aug. 4 in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C. 

  

 Valencio was assigned to Company L, 3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division then occupying a defensive position near Unsan, North Korea in an area known as the "Camel's Head." On Nov. 1, 1950, parts of two Chinese Communist Forces divisions struck the 1st Cavalry Division's lines, collapsing the perimeter and forcing a withdrawal. In the process, the 3rd Battalion was surrounded and effectively ceased to exist as a fighting unit. Valencio was one of the more than 350 servicemen unaccounted-for from the battle at Unsan. 

  

            In 2002, a joint U.S.-Democratic People's Republic of Korea team, led by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), excavated a burial site south of Unsan near the nose of the "Camel's Head" formed by the joining of the Nammyon and Kuryong rivers. The team recovered human remains. 

++++++
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced today that the group remains of six U.S. servicemen, missing from the Vietnam War, are soon to be buried with full military honors. 

  

They are Maj. Bernard L. Bucher, of Eureka, Ill.; Maj. John L. McElroy, of Eminence, Ky.; 1st Lt. Stephen C. Moreland, of Los Angeles; and Staff Sgt. Frank M. Hepler, of Glenside, Pa., all U.S. Air Force. These men will be buried as a group in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C. 

            

Two other servicemen, who were individually identified in October 2007, are also represented in this group. They are Capt. Warren R. Orr Jr., U.S. Army, of Kewanee, Ill., and Airman 1st Class George W. Long, U.S. Air Force, of Medicine, Kan.  

  

On May 12, 1968, these men were on board a C-130 Hercules evacuating Vietnamese citizens from the Kham Duc Special Forces Camp near Da Nang, South Vietnam. While taking off, the crew reported taking heavy enemy ground fire. A forward air controller flying in the area reported seeing the plane explode in mid-air soon after leaving the runway.  

  

In 1986 and 1991, U.S. officials received remains and identification tags from sources claiming they belonged to men from this incident. Scientific analysis revealed they were not American remains, but it was believed the Vietnamese sources knew where the crash site was located. 

  

 In 1993, a joint/U.S.-Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV) team, led by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), traveled to Kham Duc and interviewed four local citizens concerning the incident. They led the team to the crash site and turned over remains and identification tags they had recovered in 1983 while looking for scrap metal. During this visit, the team recovered human remains and aircraft wreckage at the site. In 1994, another joint team excavated the crash site and recovered remains, pieces of life-support equipment, crew-related gear and personal effects.  

++++++

DoD Announces Afghanistan Force Deployment 

The Department of Defense announces today the deployment of the 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division, from Ft. Bragg, N.C. The brigade will deploy approximately 2,800 soldiers to Afghanistan in the spring of 2009 to increase the capabilities of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF).  

++++++++

P-8A Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft Homebasing Announced 

The Department of the Navy announced today its decision to provide facilities and functions to base five fleet squadrons of the P-8A Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft (MMA) with a fleet replacement squadron (FRS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville, Fla., four fleet squadrons at NAS Whidbey Island, Wash., and three fleet squadrons at Marine Corps Base Hawaii Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, with periodic squadron detachment operations at NAS North Island. This decision implements the preferred homebasing alternative 5 identified in the final environmental impact statement (FEIS) for the Introduction of the P-8A Multi-Mission Aircraft into the U.S. Navy Fleet (published November 2008). Introduction of the P-8A MMA squadrons is projected to begin no later than 2012 and be completed by 2019. 

++++++

General Officer Announcements 

Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates announced today that the President has made the following nominations: 

  

Air Force Col. James J. Carroll has been nominated to the grade of brigadier general while serving as deputy assistant surgeon general, modernization, Office of the Surgeon General, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Falls Church, Va. 

  

Air Force Col. Bart O. Iddins has been nominated to the grade of brigadier general while serving as command surgeon, Headquarters Air Force Special Operations Command, Hurlburt Field, Fla. 

  

Air Force Col. Michael W. Miller has been nominated to the grade of brigadier general while serving as senior executive and director of staff, Office of the Surgeon General, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 
Marine Corps Reserve Brig. Gen. John M. Croley has been nominated for appointment to the grade of major general. Croley is currently serving as the commanding general, 4th Marine Aircraft Wing, in New Orleans, La. 

  

Marine Corps Reserve Brig. Gen. Tracy L. Garrett has been nominated for appointment to the grade of major general. Garrett is currently serving as the commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Europe; and commander, U. S. Marine Corps Forces, Africa, in Germany. 

++++++++

DoD Announces December 2008 Recruiting and Retention Results 

· Army National Guard – 6,607 accessions with a goal of 4,625; 143 percent 

· Army Reserve – 3,335 accessions with a goal of 2,973; 112 percent 

· Navy Reserve – 538 accessions with a goal of 538; 100 percent 

· Marine Corps Reserve – 582 accessions with a goal of 582; 100 percent 

· Air National Guard – 803 accessions with a goal of 722; 111 percent 

· Air Force Reserve – 701 accessions with a goal of 685; 102 percent 

Reserve Attrition. Losses in all reserve components are within acceptable limits.  

++++++++

DoD Announces Units for Afghanistan Force Rotation and Deployment 

The Department of Defense announced today that the 4th Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, based in Fort Richardson, Alaska, is scheduled to deploy as part of the next rotation of forces in Afghanistan. The 25th Naval Construction Regiment, based in Gulfport, Miss., will deploy as an additional unit in support of coalition operations in Afghanistan. 

  

 This announcement involves approximately 4,000 service members, and their deployments are scheduled to begin in February 2009. 

  

The 4th Brigade, 25th Infantry Division will replace one active duty brigade currently on the ground, and continues the current U.S. commitment to providing three brigade combat teams in support of Regional Command East. 

  

The 25th Naval Construction Regiment will provide additional expeditionary engineering and construction support to coalition forces in Afghanistan. This regiment was originally scheduled for deployment to Kuwait, but will now deploy to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

  

In consultation with Afghan officials and NATO, commanders continue to assess the situation to ensure sufficient force levels to best support the Government of Afghanistan, perform counter-terrorism operations, assist with reconstruction, and train and equip the Afghan national security forces. Afghan security forces continue to develop capability and assume responsibility for security, and this U.S. force rotation and deployment may be tailored based upon changes in the security situation. 

  

DoD will continue to announce major unit deployments as units are identified and alerted.

++++++++

Defense Department Announces Expedited Disability Evaluation System Process For Combat Wounded 

 The Department of Defense announced today, in collaboration with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), a process designed to expedite a service member seriously injured in combat from military to veteran status, by waiving the standard Disability Evaluation System (DES), resulting in receipt of benefits in three to four months, compared to a recovery and standard DES process that would normally take much longer.  

  

"This new policy should allow service members and their families to focus on the essentials of recovery, reintegration, employment and independent living, with the combined assistance from DoD and VA," said Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Michael L. Dominguez. "The policy supports our belief that there must be a distinction for those who incur devastating disabilities in combat." 

  

The expedited process applies to service members whose conditions are designated as "catastrophic" and whose injuries were incurred in the line of duty as a direct result of armed conflict. A catastrophic injury or illness is a permanent, severely disabling injury, disorder, or disease that compromises the ability to carry out the activities of daily living to such a degree that a service member or veteran requires personal or mechanical assistance to leave home or bed, or requires constant supervision to avoid physical harm to self or others.  

  

Service members who participate in the expedited process will be rated by DoD at a combined rating of 100 percent, and the VA will identify the full range of benefits, compensation and specialty care offered by the VA.   Dominguez emphasized that the new process is optional for qualifying service members.  

  

"Service members and their families will be empowered to decide, after counseling on the options and potential concerns and benefits, the most appropriate choice for their situation," said Dominguez.   

  

The policy provides special consideration and exception for members who retire under the expedited DES process to reenter the service with a waiver, should they subsequently request reentry to the service after recovery and rehabilitation.  

  

The expedited policy differs from the DES pilot program, currently underway to test a new process design eliminating the duplicative and time consuming elements of the current standard disability processes at DoD and VA.  Key features of the DES pilot include one medical examination and a single-sourced disability rating. To date, more than 1,000 service members have participated in the pilot during the last 14 months.  

++++++++

National Guard (In Federal Status) and Reserve Activated as of February 3, 2009 

 This week the navy, marine corps, and coast guard announced a decrease, while the army and air force announced an increase. The net collective result is 269 more reservists activated than last week. 

  

 At any given time, services may activate some units and individuals while deactivating others, making it possible for these figures to either increase or decrease.  The total number currently on active duty from the Army National Guard and Army Reserve is 94,231; Navy Reserve, 6,147; Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve, 15,411; Marine Corps Reserve, 7,413; and the Coast Guard Reserve, 737. This brings the total National Guard and Reserve personnel who have been activated to 123,939, including both units and individual augmentees. 
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